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OLD  CITY  HALL  AT  ALIUN, 
ILL,  DESTROYED  BY  FIRE 

  1^  Hi 

Historic  Building  in  Which  One 
of  Lincoln  -  Douglass  Debates 
Was  Held  in  1858,  Completely 
Destroyed  —  Blaze  Believed  of 
Incendiaary  Origin. 

By  Associated  Press 

Alton,  111.,  April  12.— The  Alton 
city  hall,  historic  builduig  of  colonial 
design  and  scene  qf  the  Lincoln- 
Douglass  debate  in  1858,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  this  morning. 

Mayor  John  E'.h'.t  says  that  there 
is  no  doubt  the    buildir.j.;    was  set 

.vithin  a  few  hours  the  building  was 
rwieck  with  part  of  the  walls  fallc- 
The  city  carried  insurance  to  the 
.mount  of  $14,000  on  the  building^ 
lut  there  mav  be  a  question  as  to 
eahzingonitowing  to  the  fact  that 
ihe  place  hud  becc  vacated-  to  -^he 
contractors  who  v^re  to  remodel  the 
building. 
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SHADES  OF  LINCOLN  CLUNG 

TO  ALTON'S  OLD  CITY  HALL 


Building  Recently  Destroyed  by  Fire  Was  Scene  of 
Last  Debate  With  Douglas — Future  President's 
Stand  Against  Slavery  Won  Applause 


MA.NV  hiatoric  assooiations  were 
gathered  around  tho  City  Hall  of 
Alton,  111.,  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  recently.  Alton  had  bi  en  discus- 
sing with  Bonie  fcrvur..  vvliutlier  or  not 
the  City  Hall  should  be  renovated  and 
made  fireproof,  in  order  to  Insure  its 
preservation  as  a  place  of  national  in- 
terest. Wlien  the  matter  came  to  a 
head  It  was  found  tliat  tho  plana  -would 
require  $50,000  more  than  had  been  ex- 
pected, and  a  certain  group  recom- 
Biended  that  the  building  be  torn  down 
and  the  site  used  for  a  public  square. 
With  discussion  at  its  heigiit  and  opin- 
ion much  divided,  the  old  .structure  Went 
up  in  flames,  and  it  Is  possible  that  an 
Incendiary  was  responsible. 

Alton  is  a  town  near  the  Mississippi 
River  and  just  a  few  miles  nortlieast 
•If  St.  Louis.  The  place  la  of  interest 
because  it  was  there  in  the  City  Hall 
that  the  last  of  the  debates  between 
Lincoln  and  Douglas  took  place,  in  18rj8. 
There,  too.  In  tlie  years  Just  after  tho 
Civil  War  came  I'resldent  Johnson,  to- 
gether with  Seward  and  Grant.  Thoae 
were  the  days  when  the  other  side  of 
tha  river  had  comparatively  few  towns 
and  when  Illinois  settlers  represented 
the  opinion  and  tliought  of  that  section 
of  tlie  Middle  WMt.  When  the  Presi- 
dential visit  was  made  there  was  much 
ceremony ;  a  fleet  of  twenty-eight  river 
eteamers  conveyed  the  party  from  Alton 
to  St.  Ijouia,  their  great  stern  wheels 
churninjf  the  shallow  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Tliat  was  the  type  of  boat 
that  Mark  Twain  said  could  "run  on  a 
heavy  dew."  With  bands  playing'  on 
the  forward  deck  and  whistles  blowing, 
the  fleet  of  river  craft  made  it  a  great 
day  for  tho  towne  along  the  shore. 

l^ut  1808,  the  year  that  Lincoln  and 
Douglas  took  tlie  platform  and  spoke 
throughout  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  the 
banner  year  for  Alton  City  Hall.  Doug- 
las, popularly  known  as  "the  Little 
Criant,"  was  a  man  of  establisheil  posi- 
tion. He  was  widely  respectec'.  and 
feared  for  his  ability  in  a  contest  of 
Words.  Historians  say  his  technique 
lay  in  his  faculty  for  clou<ling  the  point 
at  Issue  witli  some  of  its  minor  attri- 
butes and  rippijig  these  irrelevanciea  so 
to  tatters  that  the  bewildered  listener 
concluded  that  he  had  won  the  main 
point,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  had 
not  argued  squarely  at  all.  Another  rea- 
son why  he  often  won  in  c'ebate  was 
that  he  Indulged  in  pci-sonalltiea  to  such 
a  degree  that  his  oi)i>onent(f  often  lost 
command  of  themselves  and  their  ad- 
dresses and  floundered  hoiJ<'lessly. 

In  striking  contia.st  to  lliese  doubtful 
methods  were  Lincoln's  clear  logic, 
etraight  thinking  anc".  poise.  The  tall, 
awkward  young  lawyer  never  lost  con- 
trol of  the  .situation.  Kach  man  had 
tlie  interest  of  the  countryside,  and  peo- 
ple many  tiroes  floclied  to  the  debates 
more  from  a  love  of  sportsmanship  than 


to  hear  timely  political  questions  di.^- 
cussed.  Two  sucli  Important  figures  in 
the  events  of  the  •  day  and  two  such 
contrasting  personalities  were  worth 
going  miles  to  hear. 

On  the  night  of  the  memorable  debate 
at  Alton  the  little  town  was  filled  witli 
people  who  had  come  from  far  and 
near.  •  Feeling  ran  high  because  the 
questions  discussed  were  those  on  which 
the  whole  nation  was  divided,  namely. 
States'  rights  and  the  slavery  issiix. 
Bonfires  were  lighted,  every  store  and 
house  held  its  group  of  men  who  felt 
ktenly  about  the  debate,  ane'i  there  was 
great  excitement. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas,  sliort  and  stuidy, 
with  ills  handaome  head  held  high,  was 
the  favorite.  He  took  the  stand  that 
the  States  of  the  Union  should  be 
allowed  to  control  their  own  policies 
apart  from  national  Interference— and 
he  wished  that  belief  to  be  applied  to 
the  slavery  question.  Ivansas.  then  a 
territory,  was  applying  for  admission 
to  the  Union,  and  there  waa  much  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  it  should  enter 
aa  a  slave  State  or  free  State. 
Douglas  contended  tliat  the  statement 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  that 
"all  men  are  free  and  equal"  did  not 
apply  to  the  negro.  Regarding  llie 
queation  wiiether  slavery  waa  light, 
morally,  he  declared  he  waa  completely 
indifferent.  In  maintaining  his  inilif- 
ference  on  that  point  lie  lost  tlit;  backing 
of  persons  who  lield  convictioits  on  tlie 
subject.  Douglas  put  Lincoln  in  an  un- 
comfortable light  by  declaring  tliat 
Lincoln  wished  to  place  the  negro  on 
a  plane  of  social  equality  with  the  white 
man,  which  was  the  rankest  liereay  iu 
those  days,  and  was  not  Llneoln  a  atti- 
tude at  all.  Douglas  spoke  with  great 
heat  and  his  address  was  not  Well  con- 
structed, inasmuch  aa  ho  had  to  con- 
clude his  remarks  very  hurriedly  as  the 
hour  drew  to  a  close. 

Lincoln'ti  place  in  Illinois  politics  was 
not  nearly  so  assured  as  that  of  Judge 
Douglas.  But  his  speech  that  night 
was  recognized  as  the  speech  of  a 
thinkrr,  of  a  man  of  conscience  and 
courage,  and  his  refutation  of  points 
made  by  his  opponent  brought  applause 
several  times.  He  sifted  the  wlieat 
from  the  chaff  and  centred  the  atten- 
tion of  his  audience  on  the  real  subject 
of  tiie  debate.  His  belle£  was  that 
the  States  would  have  to  agree  to  what 
was  best  for  the  nation,  and  if  neces- 
sary give  up  some  of  their  rights.  Hi- 
maintained  that  only  In  union  would 
there  be  lasting  sticngth.  And  in  ap- 
plying this  principle  he  wanted  the  na- 
tion to  face  the  problem  of  tlie  moral 
wrong  of  slavery  as  against  the  ac- 
cepted theories. 

When  Lincoln  hail  been  a  young  boy 
he  was  present  at  a  slave  auction  near 
the  place  of  his  birth  in  KentutJty. 
What  he  saw  there  had  matie  lilni  .^w 


that  if  and  when  he  got  a  chance  he 
was  going  to  liit  at  slavery  with  all  his 
might.  The  chance  had  come  to  him, 
and  with  an  eloquence  which  amazed  all 
he  declared  in  thi.s  debati;  that  for  one 
human  being  to  own  ab.solutcly  another 
of  G-od's  tliinklng  creatures  was  wrong 
and  should  not  be  continued.  Quoting 
Uie  Bible,  the  Declaration,  tilie  Constitu- 
tion, and  even  going  so  tar  aa  to  say 
that  in  the  Dred  Scott  decision  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  had  taken 
the  wrong  stand,  Lincoln  cau.sed  all  who 
heard  him  to  think  and  decide  for  tliem- 
selves  In  the  grave  matter  of  slavery. 

IJncoln  was  not  adjudged  the  winner 
of  tlio  debate,  but  events  since  that 
night  reversed  tlie  decision  of  tlie  Judges. 
Three  years  later,  when  President  Lin- 
coln continued  to  state  these  principles, 
the  war  between  the  States  began  and 
slavery  came  to  an  end. 

During  President  Johnson's  Adminis- 
tration tlie  City  Hall  again  sheltered 
men  who  made  history.  Tlie  President 
and  Mr.  Seward  made  short  spi;eohes 
there.  General  Grant,  who  was  In  the 
party,  maintained  his  usuaJ  silence,  but 
he  was  tlie  popular  visitor  and  received 
much  apj-lause. 


•'All  Th8  Newi  That's  Fit  to  Print." 
Published    Every    Day    In    the    Year  by 

The  New  Yohk  Timi.s  Comi'anv. 
A[X)i.i'H  S.  OcHS.  I'ubli.^her  and  I'l  csident 
B.  C.  I'^ranck,  Secretary.  ____ 
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DESTROYED  BY  FIRE\ 

Alton  (Hi)  City  Hall  Was  the 
Scene  of  the  Debate  With 
Dondas  in  1858. 


Al.Tii.W  III.  Aiml  J-J.-Tle-  Mtun  (•|t\ 
Hall,  -scene  of  tile  I  ;incohi-Uouglas  de- 
bate in  lS"iS.  wa.s  destroyed  by  I'irc  to- 
day. Officials  s:iid  lliey  believed  it  wa.s 
of  incendiary  oi.igm.  Considerable  ob- 
jection had  be.n  expi-cs.sed,  they  .said, 
to  plans  for  the  remodeling  cf  the  biiilu- 
ing.  whicli  w;is  vacant.  «-a,,ikT 

The  cost  of  the  work  w  is  l-j  be  S.in.lKNi 
more  than  the  sum  pi'.Ai.led  in  a  boiul 
is.sue.  Firemen  said  that  tlie  odor  of 
biirnirw;-  oil  wa.s  strong. 
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TESTIMONY  of  Charles       Ives  concerning  Abraham  Lincoln's 
visit  to  Amboy  in  August  l^^^,  prior  to  the  Lincoln-Douglas  de- 
bate at  Freeport,  being  a  portion  of  the  tCBtlraony  taken  in 
Long  et  al.  v.  Walker  et  al. ,  Lee  County,  Chancery  No.  and 
appearing  in  the  transcript  of  evidence  filed  by  Special  Master 
Albert  H.  Hannelien  on  January  15,  193il-,  at  page  215  et  seq. 

215  CH'fflLES       IVTIS,  witness  for  defendants,  being  first  duly 

sworn  T/as  examined  by  Mr.  Dixon.,  and  te stifled: - 
Q,.     f/hat  is  your  name? 
216  A.     Charles  E.  Ives. 

Q»     Where  do  you  reside? 

A.  Araboy,  Illinois. 
Q.    How  long  have  you  lived  in  Amboy,  Illinois? 

A.    Seventy- six  years. 
Q.    How  old  are  you? 

A.    Ei^ty-elght  years. 
Q,,     V/hat  year  were  you  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  lax7  in  this  State? 

A.    I  hs;ve  forgotten,  but  it- was  in  the  elglities. 
Q;»    In  the  eighties? 

A.    Yes  sir. 

Q.    Your  father  was  a  lawyer  before  you  •'.7as  he  not? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q,,    Do  you  remember  your  boyhood  days  in  Araboy? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q.     Did  you  attend  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  in  r^reeport? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q,,     v'ihere  waa  i'ir.  Lincoln  the  day  before  the  Douglas  debate  at  Freeport? 

A.    He  was  here  at  Arnboy  in  my  father' s  office. 
Q.    Your  father  was  a  la\i7yer  here?        .■  , ..  ..  .      ••  •  • 

A.    Yes  sir.  '  ^  -.v  :  ■■  ■■  .        't;'^;  ■.- ' 

Q,.    Did  you  hear  hlra  make  a  speech  here  that  night? 

A.    Yes  sir.  '    '  ' 

Q.    And  you  \7ent  to  Freeport  the  next  day? 

A.    Yes  sir,  ■'.7ent  up  on  the  train. 
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Q.    That  was  In  was  it  not?  .. 

A.    Yes,  that  was  in  August  I  think,  My  father  sat  with  Mr. 

Lincoln  going"  to  Freeport  on  the  train  and  my  grandfather  and  I 

sat  beliind  them. 
Q.    Lincoln  stayed  all  ni^jht  at  Amboy"? 

A.    Yes  sir,  here  at  Ainboy.    At  the  station  here  there  used  to  be  a 

hotel,  upstairs  in  the  depot  building  ivas  the  hotel. 
217    Q.    Were  you  up  at  the  hotel  \?ith  hira  that  night? 

A.    Mo  sir. 

Q.    Do  you  reraenber  where  he  made  the  speech  at  Araboy  that  night? 

A.    In  front  of  ray  father's  office  in  front  of  vtiere  Frank  Vaughn's 

undertaJxlng  establishment  is  now. 
Q.    The  boulder  in  front  of  the  undertaking  establishment  is  in  the 

proper  plaoe  is  it  not? 

A.    Yes  sir. 
Q,.     ViTiat  did  Llnooln  talk  about  that  night"? 

A«    He  didn't  talk  very  much,  he  didn't  mal^e  very  much  of  a  speech, 

he  told  them  that  he  ?/as  going  to  Freeport  the  next  morning  and  that 
they  could  go  up  there  and  hear  him. 


222  Q.    C-oing  back  to  history  again  Mr.  Ives,  do  you  remember  what  tine 

that  August  day,  ld5S,  Lincoln  arrived  in  Amboy? 

V 

A.    X  think  at  tv-jo  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  train  oame  that  time. 
Q.    What  did  he  do  the  rest  of  the  afternoon? 

A.    As  I  remember  he  carae  over  to  my  father's  office. 
Q.»    Your  father  had  met  hira  before? 

A.    Yes,  he  was  acquainted  with  him. 
Q,.    He  had  gotten  acquainted  vfith  him  at  Blooraington,  had  he? 

223  A.    At  Springfield,  he  used  to  attend  the  court  there,  ray  father's 
brother  was  a  lawyer  at  Blooraington,  and  he  used  to  come  up  there 
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and  father  used  to  go  there,  and  he  got  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 
Q,.        Did  he  travel  alone  or  was  anybody  travelling  xvith  him  -when  he  came 
to  itoboy?     '       .  ■ 
A.    He  was  alone. 
He  was  alone? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q,»    There  viere  no  newspaper  laen  or  reporters  or  correspondents  with  Mm? 
A,    No.    Next  day  when  he  got  to  Preeport,  Tom  Turner  met  him  at 
the  depot,  and  he  got  Into  a  buggy  and  the  peoole  drew  him  to  the 
hotel.         was  an  a\?fully  homely  man,  and  just  ao  common  as  a 
farmer,  and  Douglas  vjas  dressed  in  the  height  of  fashion. 
Lincoln  was  a  kindly  dlsposltloned  man  wasn't  he? 
A.    Yes  sir. 

Q.     Was  he  good  to  you  as  a  little  boy? 

A.    Yes  sir,  The  table  X  have  out  in  the  Id.  Johen  -was  the  office 
table  and  that  is  probably  the  one  that  Mr.  Lincoln  put  his  feet 
on.    My  father*  s  office  X7as  full  of  people  when  they  heard  that 
Lincoln  was  there. 

Do  you  remember  any  of  the  people  who  were  in  the  office  that  after- 
noon?. 
A.  No. 


Lincoln  Questionnaire 


Name  of  town 


County  /fi-*-^ 


State 


Date  or  dates  when  Lincoln  spoke  there 


Has  a  marker  or  monument  ever  been  erected  to  commemorate  his  address!. 


If  so,  when  was  it  dedicated?   » 


P 


Is  any  literature  referring  to  it,  or  a  photograph  of  it  availablel 


Any  further  information  such  as  donor,  inscription  on  tablet,  or  othgr  data  of 
interest  would  be  appreciated,  ^"^^'"r"^ ^     ^   '  ^^J^*^ 


Abraham  Lincoln  Toasts 
The  Citizens  Of  Athens,  lUinois 


Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  members  of  the  famous  "Long  Nine"  Legislators  were  banqueted  in  this  building, 
August  3,  1837,  for  their  most  successful  efforts  in  the  Illinois  General  Assembly  that  moved  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment from  Vandalia  to  Springfield,  Illinois 


Men,  women  and  children  will  be  entertained  and  their  time  well  accounted  for  in  recalUng  these  new  unfolded 
episodes  in  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  depicted  by  Nationally  known  artists.  Lincoln  Scholars  will  be 
enlightened. 

Dioramas  —  by  artist  —  Mr.  Art  Sieving: 

Several  dioramas  will  depict  all  of  those  documented  events  which  placed  Lincoln  in  Athens,  IlUnois. 
Tourists  will  be  fascinated  by  the  hand  carved  12"  scale  wooden  figures  in  the  diorama  3-D  scenes.  All 
items:  furniture  -  utinsels  —  tools  —  buildings  -  animals  are  hand  carved  from  wood.  Mr.  Sieving  is  the 
sculptor  for  the  "Ninian  Edwards  Home  Museum"  -  The  Life  of  Lincoln  (in  twenty-six  dioramas), 
Springfield,  Illinois.  Mr.  Sieving  is  also  the  Dioramist  for  the  "Mark  Twain  -  Tom  Sawyer  Museum"  - 
in  Hanibal,  Missouri. 

Paintings  —  by  artist  —  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf: 

A  nine  by  six  foot  original  oil  painting  of  the  Long  Nine  Banquet  Scene  with  Abraham  Lincoln  toasting  the 
Long  Nine  members  and  the  citizens  of  Athens  as  described  by  the  Sangamo  Journal  August  1837 
issue  -  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorfs  works  are  prominent  in  the  "Lincoln  College  Mu.seum",\Lincoln,  llhnois. 
Dr.  Ostendorfs  paintings  are  featured  on  the  covers  of  the  Lincoln  Herald  Magazine. 

Research  —  by  historian  —  Dr.  Wayne  Temple: 

Documentation  of  those  events  associating  Abraham  Lincoln  with  Athens,  Illinois,  will  be  displayed.  Dr. 
Wayne  Temple,  with  the  Illinois  State  Archives,  is  the  Editor  and  Chief  of  the  Lincoln  Herald  Magazine.  Dr. 
Temple  gave  the  Lincoln  Day  Address  from  the  Lincoln  Memorial  and  Senate  Wing  of  the  Capitol, 
Washington,  D.C.,  February  12,  1971. 

Artifacts: 

Displays  of  antique  items  found  in  the  building  during  the  restoration.  Iron  spittoons  -  the  original 
candle  chandelier  -  old  tools  -  bottles  -  etc. 

Gift  Shop: 

Souveniors  by  the  artists:  Mr.  Art  Sieving,  Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf  and  citizens  of  Athens,  Illinois 

"Long  Nine"  Building  -  ATHENS,  ILLINOIS  -  TENTATIVE  OPENING  DATE  -  May,  1973 

Located  on  the  "Old  Lincoln  Trail"  -  Route  29  -  between  Springfield  and  New  Salem  State  Park  -  12  miles 
Northwest  of  Springfield,  IlUnois  -  7  miles  East  of  New  Salem  State  Park.  Shortest  Route  to  Route  66  and 
Interstate  55. 


Opening  Date  -  May,  1973 


VISIT 

YOUNG  ABE  LINCOLN 

IN  ATHENS,  ILLINOIS 
at  the 

LONG  NINE  MUSEUM 


In  this  original  1832  building,  now  restored- 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  other  members  of  the 
famous  "Long  Nine"  from  the  Illinois  State 
Legislature  were  banqueted  and  thanked  for 
their  successful  efforts  that  moved  the 
Capital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield. 

Inside  this  ancient  structure  (officially  desig- 
nated as  an  Illinois  Historic  Site  and  so 
marked  with  the  state  historical  marker)  you 
will  see  sculptured  dioramas  and  original 
paintings  depicting  young  Abraham  Lincoln 
in  Athens,  Illinois.  YOU  will  SEE: 


Abe,  the  Surveyor  in  Athens. 

Abe,  the  Railsplitter  in  Athens. 

Abe,  the  Politician  in  Athens. 

Abe,  the  Self-taught  Scholar  in  Athens. 

Abe,  the  Lawyer.  .  .with  a  client  from  Athens. 
Abe,  the  Friend  of  all  in  Athens. 


THESE  NEWLY-UNFOLDED  EPISODES  IN  THE  LIFE  OF  ABRM 
BY  ARTISTS  KNOWN  THROUGHOUT  THE  NATION. 
EVEN  LINCOLN  SCHOLARS  WILL  BE  ENLIGHTENED. 


See  ABE,  the  Railsplitter,  working  on  the 
Kincaid  farm  just  north  of  Athens:  a  diorama 


See  ABE,  the  Lawyer,   representing  Col. 
Rogers  in  his  suit  to  recover  the  "Long  Nine" 
building  in  1841:  a  diorama. 
See: 

#  The  "Long  Nine"  Gallery. 

#  The  restored  banquet  room. 

#  The  restored  Athens  Post  Office. 

#  The  Lincoln  life  mask  by  Clark  Mills. 
9  The  Lincoln  mask  by  Leonard  Volk. 

#  The  Lincoln  life  bust  by  T.D.  Jones. 

#  The  Lincoln  Tomb  in  1/10  scale. 

#  Other  Lincoln  dioramas  and  art  work. 

PETERSBURG 
• 

Gay  90's  Museum 

Jellystone  Camping  Site 
I 

NEW  SALEM  STATE  PARK 

Owen's  Lodge  7 
Illinois  Opry 
Carriage  Museum 
Deer  Parl<  Camping  Site  % 
Clayville  Stage  Coach  Stop 


See  ABE,  the  Politician,  making  a  speech  at 
Athens  during  his  1836  campaign:  a  diorama. 


\M  LINCOLN  ARE  DEPICTED 

DIORAMAS  in  3D,  by  the  artist  Art  Sieving, 
depict  all  of  those  documemted  times  that 
Lincoln  visited  Athens,  Illinois.  Carved  in 
wood  to  scale. 

PAINTINGS,  by  the  artist  Dr.  Lloyd 
Ostendorf.  One  of  them,  9  by  6  feet,  hangs 
in  the  restored  banquet  room.  It  shows  the 
"Long  Nine"  banquet  scene  on  August  3, 
1837,  with  Rep.  Abraham  Lincoln  toasting 
the  citizens  of  Athens  as  described  by  the 
Sangamo  Journal. 

RESEARCH,  by  the  historian  Dr.  Wayne  C. 
Temple,  documents  the  events  portrayed  in 
the  dioramas,  etc.  Copies  of  these 
documents  are  displayed  for  study  and 
authentication. 

ARTIFACTS,  found  in  the  building  during  the 
restoration,  are  displayed.  They  include  the 
original  candle  chandelier,  an  iron  spittoon, 
a  Harper's  Ferry  rifle,  antique  tools,  etc. 

GENERAL  STORE,  in  the  building,  offers 
original  works  by  the  artists  Art  Sieving, 
Dr.  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  and  citizens  of 
Athens. 

BOX  LUNCHES  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Museum  by  reservation. 

PICNIC  AREA  across  from  the  Museum. 

PARKING  for  buses  and  autos. 

EMERGENCY  CAR  SERVICE  every  day. 
FOR  RESERVATIONS  1(217)  636-8773  or 

write  Long  Nine  Museum,  Box  9,  Athens, 

Illinois  62613 

Open  year  around  and  hours  are  10  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  weekdays;  from  12  noon  to  5  p.m. 
on  Sundays;  also  special  hours  available 
with  a  reservation. 

ATHENS,  ILLINOIS,  is  located  on  the  "Ole 
Lincoln  Trail,"  Route  29,  between 
Springfield  and  New  Salem  State  Park. 
This  is  the  shortest  route  to  and  from  New 
Salem  and  Route  66  or  Interstate  55.  Long 
Nine  Museum  is  on  Main  Street. 


See  ABE  and  ANN  RUTLEDGE  borrowing 
books  from  Col.  Roger's  home  in  Athens:  a 
diorama. 


m 


See  ABE  telling  one  of  his  many  stories  in 
front  of  the  "Long  Nine"  building  in  Athens:  a 
diorama. 


A  joyous  and  seldom-referred-to  event  in  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  he 
commemorated  on  August  3  in  Athens  where,  one  hundred  and  forty  years  ago,  he  and 
his  "Long  Nine"  associates  were  feted  at  a  "sumptuous"  banquet  in  appreciation  of  their 
efforts  to  establish  the  seat  of  Illinois  government  in  Springfield.   Two  senators  and  seven 
representatives,  all  unusually  tall  men,  steered  the  bill  through  the  Legislature.  The 
General  Assembly  authorized  the  move  of  the  Capitol  from  Vandalia  on  February  28,  1837. 

The  citizens  of  Athens,  then  included  in  Sangamon  County,  served  the  dinner  on 
the  second  floor  of  a  building  erected  in  1832.   Representative  Lincoln,  leader  of  the 
"Long  Nine,"  was  termed  "one  of -nature's  nobility."  Lincoln  replied  by  toasting  his  loyal 
friends  and  declared:   "Sangamon  County  will  ever  be  true  to  her  best  interests  and  never 
more  so  than  in  reciprocating  the  good  feelings  of  the  citizens  of  Athens  and  neighborhood. ' 

The  famous  "Long  Nine  Building"  still  stands  with  its  original  floorboards  where 
the  banquet  was  served  and  is  now  an  historic  site  marked  by  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Society  and  the  Illinois  Department  of  Transportation. 

THEREFORE  I,  James  R.  Thompson,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  proclaim 
August  3,  1977,  ATHENS  LONG  NINE  DAY  and  commend  the  people  of  Athens  on  the 
pride  they  have  in  their  Lincoln  heritage. 


SECRET-^  OF  STATE 
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Shed  where  Lincoln  slept  to  highlight  community  tour 

By  Connie  Seastedt 

seastedtfannily@yahoo.com 

ATLANTA  -  A  shed  where  a  19th  century  circuit-riding  lawyer  named  Abraham  Lincoln  used  to  spend  the 
night  will  be  a  highlight  of  Saturday's  community  tour. 

Atlanta's  third  annual  Town  and  Country  Christmas  Tour  of  Homes  from  3  to  6  p.m.  also  will  feature  the 
Atlanta  Catholic  Church,  the  Atlanta  Library  and  Museum,  two  homes  in  town  and  two  country  homes. 

The  Maple  Hurst  estate,  2459  2200th  Ave.,  will  be  open  from  4  to  6  p.m.  and  will  include  a  tour  of  the 
original  shed  on  the  grounds  that  served  as  Lincoln's  sleeping  quarters. 

"It  looks  like  a  museum  in  the  shed.  I've  put  together  shadow  boxes  with  information  and  even  put  logs  in 
the  original  potbelly  stove  that  Lincoln  slept  next  to,"  said  sixth-generation  homeowner  Anne  Newcomb. 

Newcomb  said  the  first  house  on  the  property,  a  log  cabin,  was  built  in  1830  and  later  demolished.  The 
current  home  was  built  in  1868. 

The  13-room,  two-story  Victorian  home  with  large  white  pillars  on  the  outside  still  has  the  original  look, 
Newcomb  said.  The  only  major  change  was  a  full-size  bathroom  built  from  the  back  porch  on  the  first 
floor. 

Newcomb  said  she  also  gutted  the  kitchen  but  rebuilt  it  using  the  same  look.  Everything  else  is  in  its 
original  condition. 

"I've  kept  all  the  antiques  and  look  to  how  it  was  in  the  beginning  because  that  helps  tell  the  story  of  this 
house,"  said  Newcomb. 

Newcomb  said  tornadoes  in  1968  took  out  many  of  the  outbuildings,  but  they  didn't  touch  the  shed  where 
Lincoln  slept. 

"I'm  not  sure  why  he  chose  to  sleep  over  in  our  shed,"  she  said.  "I  know  he  stayed  several  places  around 
here  and  we  were  about  the  halfway  point  between  Springfield  and  Bloomington,  but  I  don't  know  why  it 
was  our  place  he  stopped." 

Newcomb  inherited  the  home  from  her  father,  who  died  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

"It  means  a  great  deal  to  me  to  live  here,"  said  Newcomb,  "At  first  I  didn't  think  I  could  handle  it  because 
it's  so  big,  but  I  am  so  happy  and  proud  of  it  now." 

She  said  it  took  her  two  months  to  decorate  the  home  and  property  for  the  tour. 

"I  can't  wait  to  show  everyone  around  while  also  telling  them  all  about  the  history  of  this  estate,"  she  said. 
The  tour  was  moved  to  Saturday  this  year  because  of  a  conflict  with  the  city  of  Lincoln's  tour  on  Sunday, 
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Ticl<ets  cost  $7  and  will  be  available  Saturday  at  the  Atlanta-Eminence  Community  Building,  where  a 
variety  of  desserts  will  be  available. 

Cheek  said  over  the  years  they  have  averaged  over  100  people  viewing  the  homes,  which  she  said  is 
great  numbers  for  a  small  town.  "Every  penny  goes  back  into  the  community  to  help  with  future  projects, 
so  they  are  getting  their  moneys  worth,"  said  Cheek. 
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Seventy-Four  Year  Old  Newspaper  (Plymouth 
Locomotive)    Speaks  from  the  Past  to  En- 
lighten tF^e  People  on  an  Important  Date 

1T»WAS  A  GREAT  DAY  FOR  AUGUSTA 


CongTessional  Convention  Was  Being  Held  at 
the  Presbyteriajn  Church  on  the  Day 
Abraham  Lincohi  Spoke  Here 


Editors'  Note — Like  a  voice  from 
tlie  past  the  Plymouth  Locomotive,  a 
newspaper  pultlished  in  Plymoutli 
during  tlie  trying  years  before  the 
v»ar,  comes  to  give  much  important 
information  upon  a  most  important 
date  in  Augusta  and  state  history.  It 
IcUs  about  tlie  meeting  when  Abra- 
iuiin  Lincoln  delivered  his  speech  in 
Augusta.  The  first  accurate  account 
and  the  only  printed  account  known. 

For  ni:iny  years  it  lias  been  a  ques- 
tion of  dispute  as  to  the  date  when 
Lincoln  delivei'ed  his  Augusta  speech. 
The  Hancock  county  history  decided 
upon  September  2Sth,  as  the  date  A. 
Lincoln  was  in  Augusta,  while  the  Au- 
gusta history  decided  the  ISth  of 
Sept.  So  some  other  dates  in  dispute 
were  Oct.  27th  and  Sept.  25.  The  D.  A. 
R.  when  putting  up  a  marker  in  Au- 
gusta didn't  know  just  what  to  do  so 
they  put  on  their  marker  just  ;::Tep- 
ember  18GS. 

The  seventy-four  year  old  Plym- 
outh Locomotive  speaks  from  the  past 
to  tell  US  the  truth  and  says  that  it 
was  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  25,  1S5S.  Au- 
■  other  thing  it  tells  us  which 
no  cue  seems  to  have  known  is  Au- 
gusta was  the  meeting  place  for  the 
cuugressional  convention,  an  import- 
ant political  meeting  in  the  days 
when  these  conventions  nominated 
tho  candidates  for  state  assembly  and 
congress.  It  was  most  unusual  for  a 
town  the  size  of  Augusta  to  have  a 
congressional  convention.  This  con- 
vention was  held  in  the  old  Presby- 
terian church  building  wnich  stood 
where  the  present  church  stands. 

This  convention  being  held  in  Au- 
gusta answered  another  question 
which  has  been  asked  by  historians 
the  state  over  and  that  is  — "Why  was 
Abraham  Lincoln's  Augusta  address 
different  from  the  general  run  of  his 
speeches  at  that  time?"  No  doubt  the 
answer  can  be  found  in  the  fact  thai 


Mr.  Lincoln  realized,  because  of  the 
congressional  convention  he  was  talk-, 
ing  to  many,  if  not  all,  the  partyj 
leaders  of  Western  Illinois  as  well  as] 
the  general  voters  of  the  town  and 
vicinity. 

This  paper  is  the  property  of  M.  E 
Young  of  Plymouth  and  below  we  give 
comment  by  Mrs.  George  Catlin  whr| 
for  many  years  has  been  active  icj 
Augusta  history,  and  reproduce  thej 
article  published  in  the  Plymoutl: 
paper  Saturday,  August  28,  1858. 
Cciiiiiieiit  by  Mrs.  Ciitliii 

Since  and  before  the  publication  oi 
Augusta's  story,  the  date  of  Lincoln's 
visit  to  Augusta  has  been  disputed.  At 
least  four  different  dates  have  been 
advanced  as  the  correct  one.  Recent- 
ly a  copy  of  the  Plymouth  Locomotive, 
cne  of  the  earliest  papers  published 
in  Hancock  county  has  come  to  our 
notice.  This  issue  was  printed  three 
days  after  Lincoln's  visit  to  Augusia 
and  should  be  authoritative.  We  give 
the  following  account  as  published  In 
the  Plymouth  Locomotive,  Saturday, 
August   28,  1858: 

The    Hc'publlcjin    Demonstration  at 
Augusta 

"We  rode  over  to  Augusta  on  Wed- 
nesday in  company  with  a  score  or 
two  of  our  townsmen,  to  hear  tlie 
music,  see  the  folks  and  listen  to  a 
speech  from  the  standard  bearer  of 
the  republican  party  in  the  state — 
the  Hon.  Abe  Lincoln,  who  was  ad- 
vertised to  hold  forth  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

When  we  arrived  on    the  gi'ound, 
about  1  o'clock,  it  was    evident  that 
scn.tthing  was  going  to  be  done.  The 
streets  were  thronged    wltii  i)eopie, 
and  more  coming  in  every  direction, 
with  banners  flying  and  drums  beat- 
ing.  The     congressional     convention  ^ 
was  in  session  in    the    Presliyterian  j 
church,  and  were  just  givin;r  a  round 
of  cheers  over  the  nominal  ion  ot  Jac'c  ' 
Orinishaw  of  Quincy    fo-    Con?fes".  | 


Tl'e  church  was  crowded  to  i's  ut- 
most capacity,  so  thar  thc-.a  wns  r.nt 
room  for  "one  more."  John  C.  Baghy 
of  Rushville,  we  understood,  was  nom- 
inated for  State  Fenator,  after  which 

the  convention  adjourned.  About  half- 
past  one  p.  m.  the  marshalls  formed 
the  crowd  iul(j  line  and  the  procession 
marched  to  a  beautiful  grove  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  tov.'n  vv'here  a  stage 
Imd  been  erected  and  seats  had  been 
prepnred   for   tho   accommodation  ot 
tho  crowd.  I3uring  the  marcli  to  the 
grove,  three  brass  bands  were  play- 
ing their  best,  flags  and  banners  were 
l(;ni'ied  by  the  dilferent  delegations 
'and  all  together  made  quite    an  im- 
posin;;  appearance.  Col.  James  Miller, 
cur  present  state  treasurer,  aiid  a 
i  candidate  for  re-election,  on  the  re-  ^ 
publican  ticket,  v,as   first  introduceo; 
and  made  a  brief  speech.  He  said  his 
being  an  c;:ecutive  officer  I  he  duties 
i.i  which  Were  prcscril)cit    by  law,  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  politics  of  the  day. 
tie  would,  however,  repeal  the  charge 
of  aboliticnism  which  was   so  often 
I  brou'^ht  against  him  and  the  whole 
j  1 'j'lubliciin   I  arty.  Mr      Lincohi  then! 
i  etra-ghtened  himself  out,  and  was  in- 1 
'<icdu<  ed  by  the  chairn:an  as  the  man  ! 
I  v,  !k).  fJotl  willing  and  llic  people  ac-  | 
I  ciuiescing,  would  occupy  a  seat  in  the  ' 
'  n'-:xt  United  States  Senate  by  the  side 
cf  the  gallant  Trumbull,  and  in  the  ^ 
place  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  v.iio  has  i 
misrepresented   us   for   the   last  six 
years.  The  chairman  then  called  foi  , 
three   cheers  for  Lincoln,  and  three 
cheers   were   given   which   made  the  | 
woods  ring.  Mr.  Lincoln  coinmencea  ' 
his  speech  by  saying  in  such  a  comical 
way  as  none  but  himself  could  say  it 
that  he  supposed  all  those  who  cared 
anything  about  him  were  very  glad 
to  see  him  alive;  for  if  they  had  read 
in  the  democratic  paper  an  account 
of  his  contest  with  Judge  Douglas  at 
Ottawa  a  fev/  days    previous,  they 
might  very  naturally  suppose  that  he 
would  have  been    dead    before  this 
time.  He  went  on  in  this  strain  for  a 
few  minutes,  which  set  his  audience 
in  a  very    good    humor,    and  then 
branched  olf  into  a  discussion  o^  the 
questions  at  issue  between   the  re- 
publican and  democratic  parties.  We 
cannot  give  anything  like  a  synopsis 
of  his  speech,  having  taken  no  notes. 
It  was  different  somewhat  from  any 
of  his  speeches   that  we  have  read, 
and  yet  the  main  arguments  were  the 
same.      He  quoted  the  speeches  and 
writings  of  Clay  and    Jefferson  to 
show  his  views  on  the  slavery  ques- 
tion, as  expressed  in  his  Springfield 
speech,  are  the  sam<>  as  were  enter- 


taiiiLcl  by  those  great  slutesineu.  He 
also  quoted  from   his  own  speeches 
j  made  years  ago  and  at  different  places 
j  to  ahow  that  his    position    was  the 
i  same  today  that  it  had  always  been. 
!  His  speech  occupied  about  an  hour 
land  a  half  and  was  interrupted  by  fre- 
quent bursts  of  applause  and  peals 
of  laughter.  A  shower  came  up  just 
about  the  time  Mr.  Lincoln  commenc- 
ed speaking,  which    dampened  the 
exercises  somewhat  and  we  expected 
to  see  a  general  stampede  from  thu 
grounds,  but  very  few  left  their  plac- 
es, even  the    ladies  of    whom  there 
were  a  large  number  present,,  kept 
their  seats  till  the  speech  was  finish- 
ed." 

The  contest,  as  mentioned  by  Lin- 
cclu  in  this  speech,  between  himself 
and  Judge  Douglas  at  Ottawa  a  few 
days  previous,  is  a  matter  of  history — • 
for  this  was  the  first  of  the  famous 
debates  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas 
and  occurred  August  21,  1858. 

We  also  quote  from  Scofield's  His- 
tory of  Hancock  county,  page 

I  Springfield,  Aug.  11.  185S 

(  Alex  Simpson.  Esq. 

I  Dear  Sir— 

!     Yours  of  the  Gth  received.   If  life 
'  :'.nd  health  continues  I    shall  pretty 
surely  bo  at  Augusta  on    the  2oth. 
■  Things  look  reasonably  well.  Will  tell 
yc'.i  mere  fully  when  I  sec  yon. 
Yours  truly, 
A.  Lincoln. 
The   above   evidence   should  prove 
cnnc'usively  that  Lincoln's  last  visit , 
4n  Aiigi^Kta  occurred  August  25,  1858. 

Harriette  C.  Catlin. 


AuiiUsta,  111. 
LINCOLN'S  VISIT  TO  AUGUSTA 


A  .citizen  of  Plymouth  resurrect- 
ed .a  icopy  of  the  Plymouth  Loicoirio- 
tiv'S.,  published  at  that  place  seven- 
ty-four yeaa's  ago,  which  contains 
am  aceoumt  of  the  visit  lOf  Atoahamj 
Lintoin  ,to  Augu'sta  in  1858.  The 
date  of  the  momt'h  of  Lincoln's  visit 
to  Augusta  has  never  'been  definite- 
ly settled  and  for  many  years  had 
been  a  queistioirn  of  dispute.  It  was 
finally  decided  that  the  Augusta 
history  give  the  date  as  Septemher 
28th  ibut  the  old  newspaper  just 
resurrected  says  that  the  date  of 
Lincol^n'is  visit  was  August  25,  1858. 
This  evidence  i.s  beyond  dispute. 
Lincoln  made  a  speech  at  Augusta 
at  the  time.  The  Locomotive  con^ 
tains  a  very  good  account  of  the 
visit  and  speech,  which  was  puih- 
lished  im  the  Augusta  Eagle  last 
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By  Erin  Sauder,  Staff  Reporter 

Batavia  Republican 

Fri  May  11,  2007,  04:18  PM  CDT 


BATAVIA,  IL  - 

Who  would  have  thought  a  bed  could  bring  such  notoriety  to  Batavia?  Certainly  not  CarIa  Hill,  director  of  the 
Batavia  Depot  Museum,  but  she's  not  balking  at  the  honor. 

Instead,  she's  relishing  the  fact  that  the  bed  slept  on  by  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  and  housed  at  the  Batavia  Depot 
Museum  is  now  a  focal  point  for  the  "Mary  Todd  Lincoln:  First  Lady  of  Controversy"  exhibit  at  the  new  Abraham 
Lincoln  Presidential  Museum  in  Springfield. 

"We're  very  excited  about  it.  It's  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  Batavia,"  she  said. 

The  three-quarter  length  bed,  which  came  to  the  Batavia  museum  through  a  donor  decades  ago,  usually  sits  in 
the  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  Room  at  the  Batavia  Depot  Museum,  1345  S.  Batavia  Ave.  The  room  also  contains  a 
dresser  and  other  historical  amenities. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Batavia  Depot  Museum  staff  was  touring  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Museum  when 
they  were  asked  if  they  were  interested  in  loaning  the  bed  for  the  new  exhibit. 

"That's  how  it  ended  up  down  there,"  Hill  said. 

In  place  of  the  bed  at  the  Batavia  museum,  visitors  will  see  an  advertisement  for  the  Springfield  exhibit,  which 
gives  visitors  a  chance  to  delve  into  the  life  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  beginning  with  her  childhood  through  her 
courtship  with  Abraham  Lincoln  to  her  role  as  wife  and  mother  and  eventually  as  the  First  Lady  of  the  United 
States.  The  exhibit  also  examines  the  darker  times  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  life,  including  the  tragedy  surrounding  the 
Civil  War,  the  death  of  one  son,  the  assassination  of  her  husband,  and  the  estrangement  from  another  son. 

Guests  can  explore  dozens  of  artifacts  such  as  the  bed,  as  well  as  her  clothing,  accessories,  jewelry,  photos 
and  letters.  The  exhibit  also  showcases  newly  uncovered  documents  related  to  two  special  elements  of 
controversy  —  the  First  Lady's  precarious  finances,  and  her  insanity  trial,  confinement  to  the  Bellevue 
Sanitarium  and  release. 

Allison  Pellegrino,  director  of  marketing  and  public  relations  for  the  Batavia  Park  District,  praised  the  exhibit  for 
drawing  attention  to  Batavia  in  Springfield. 

"Batavia  should  be  proud  we're  being  represented  on  a  state-wide  level,"  she  said.  "Batavia's  on  the  map." 

The  "Mary  Todd  Lincoln:  First  Lady  of  Controversy"  exhibit  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  daily  through  Oct.  28. 
For  more  information,  visit  www.alplm.org  or  call  (800)  610-2094. 


http://ww\v.chicagosuburbannews.com/batavia/homepage/x950758903 
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UE  OLD  count;  COURT  HOUSr  AT  BB/KSSTOVjH.IIiUNOlS.NOW  ZM 

USE  AS  Tm  CITI  mil.  of  B3/'RDaT0\viN,IU£, 


TIG  OU)  BUILDINO  pletured  beltir  vae  built  In  184&,anii  beoaae  the  court  hauea 
•  f  Cats  County, Ilia. fer  at  tteit  tii9e,baar(istecfn  «bb  the  oaunty  seat  of  o&aa  Co> 
and  It  was  in  uae  for  thie  purpose  until  1875, '^ihen  Virginia  tiaeB-wt  County  Seat. 

On  ths  night  of  /'.ugust,18S7,a  camp  neoting  «ae  in  progrssa  at  OrvTa  in  Hasan 
Co,  and  about  a  mllo  from  aaiDp,a  party  nasisd  T'atkins  opened  aaallan, dispensing 
intoxicants  ta  the  rough  elomenta  \iihich  frequsnt  sush  publie  ga^tharlngs.  In  tha 
evening  7.'illia0,Aliae  "Duff"  Armstrong  and  Jaasa  Kerrie  «are  fighting  vith  prae- 
ton  Mettger  and  during  the  f icht,Uet2gar  rsas  struck  in  the  head  ^th  a  heary  pieoa 
■f  wood, which  fraotured  his  skull, caueing  hia  death  shortly  after. 


raatrang  and  Wnrrla  viorti  armntart  nhftr^pwri  art  t.h  miirfiinr,  nnt^  Mnr 


'  -i^"?  Si"-'  -wife- 


ia  after  a  trial 


The  Old  court  house  as  it  was  in  1(358 
at  Letifftaton.Mason  County  was  convicted  af  soconddograe  murder  and  vaa  sentenced 
to  eight  yeai^  in  ths  penitentiary, but  .'nii8trong,warnod  \idth  the  teault  of  Horrid 
trial.sacurod  ci  change  of  venu9,and  !iis  case  w.s  tranoferred  to  ^&as  County, and 
the  date  of  hXa  '^ricl  at  icardstovm  me  oat  far  i^ty  Cth,lQ58  . 

During  the  ^rly  life  of  Lincoln,  hia  homo  was  at  Old  ^alom,whsre  esiong  his 
naighbora  and  f  rionds  lived  the  '^rsiDtrong  Family, and  E^ra.i'rmotrong  «ug  particular- 
ly kind  to  the  Mothorleas  Juineoln.    Lincoln  had  never  forgotten  these  friondo  of 
hia  youth, and  when  tho  mother  of  "Duff"    a>jpealed  to  Lincoln  to  defend  her  son  at 
hies  trial  far  the  murder  of  Motsgor,ho  consented,  el  tha  the  necessary  time  nhich 
Tjoald  havo  to  be  epoit  at  Beardotown, could  not  conveniently  be  s  ared.  Vihen,on 
May  6, lass, tho  case  came  \\p  for  trial.  lancoln  vb.b  on  hand, and  in  a  reoarkably 
ghort  tiDo,th3  jury, composed  for  tho  most  part  of  farmers, was  ael9Cted,and  the 
trial  speedily  undenmy.     Grooi  the  very  first, the  testimony  eas  not  favorable  ta 
AnB3traHg,and  finally  when  Ch-  rlaa  Allan, the  Ftar  witness  for  the  Ptate  tootifiad 


The  City  Hail  of  Beardstown, Illinois  formerly  the  Courthouse 
that  at  a  distance  of  100  faot,«ith  the  Boon  shining  brightly  almost  directly  ovor 
head  at  10. OU  m,  he  had  seen  /  rmstrong  strike  the  fatal  blew  Duff's  case  seamed 
almost  hopeless.     Lincoln, thereupon  sent  to  a  neighboring  drug  Btore(Still  in 
business  1929)  for  a  copy  of  Jayne*B  .Umanao  for  1^57, and  after  it  had  bean  ac- 
cepted as  evidence  by  the  court, Lincoln  turned  to  the  date  of  the  murder, Pugust 
29th, 1357, and  shovang  it  to  ths  jury, proved  that  at  10.00  PU  on  that  night, the 
moon  vas  hanging  low  in  the  V^estern  horiaon  about  ready  to  aet, instead  dt  shining 
boightly  aa  testified  by  Ch  rles  Allen.      Iho  cae«  v;ant  to  the  Jury  after  argunant 
and  in  45  mlnutea,a  verdict  of  not  guilty  was  rendered, euid  Armstrong  r^>leasad, 

Urs  ,Lrastrong,Duff 's  mother  embracing  Lincoln  offered  him  a  fee, but  Lincoln 
refused  it, as  he  kne.;  that  Mrs.  jlrmstrong    could  ill  afford  the  amount  tendered 

In  1909, tha  old  building  uao  remodelled, anda  bronze  tablet  placed  on  its 
front  reads,  "  In  ^emory  of  Abr^  ham  Lincoln, who  for  the  sake  of  a  mother  in  die 
treas  cleared  her  son  "Duff"  'Armstrong  of  a  charge  of  murder  on  May  7th,  1858" 
rr^aanted  by  the  Woman's  Club  of  "aard8town,Illlnols  in  February  1909" 


Beards town,  111. 


Lincoln  Questionnaire 


Name  of  town     --        ' County    CaBS   State  Illinoia 

Date  or  dates  when  Lincoln  spoke  there    '^jnrcrln  opanad  hia  'jarTP^"''g"  "'^"'^ 

senator  at  Beardsto.Tn  on  August.  12thtli,lS58  „ 

iio.s  a  .ii-rlcer  or  monument  evsr  been  erec-^ed  to  commemorate  his  address?  ISO  

If  so,  when  was  it  dedicated?   

Is  any  literature  referring  to  it,  or  a  photograph  of  it  available? 


Any  further  information  such  as  donor,  inscription  on  tablet,  or  other  data  of 
interest  would  be  appreciated. 


Present  City  Hall  Building 


Tins  JS  llow  llic  ]!f>;ii-(ls(o\vii  Cily  H;ill  liinldms-,  tl:Kn  llic  Cas5  ^Coun- 
ly  Couii  lloiiso,  apiiPiiiorl  early  iji  ih.f.  JSIli  c-iiiUivy.  Thi'-,  is  the  orisinal 
building  ill  Avliich  Lincoln  ccmhIhcIc.iI  11i(;  (lefr-nsi?  of  "IXiiT"  Armstrong 
chargecl  with  murder.  Wliilo  the  sti  iichr.e  has  lUideiKone  some  changes 
it  looks  niuch  the  same  today  as  it  ilirt  in  those  early  days. 

"When  Beardsto-mi  -was  the  coun-^ 
ty  seat  this  old  bniUVi;i.^'— now  llien],c  jail.    The  buildings  v.-ere  ap- 
city  hall-was    the    counlj-  conrli 

house.    H  ^vas    builL  m  1845    Dy  |  ^^^^.j^^^,^^^,-  .^^ 

Thomas  Beard  ane  B.  ^V.  Schneu-|^^^^  ^.^.^.^.^  -  j,^^  ^^^^ 

er,  the  buikbns  lund  being  rroyul- ,  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^.^^  j^^,^ 

ed  by  the  cn>.  j^,.^,.  5^,3,.^]^  3^  1^45,  at  Beardsto-«-n. 

Thomas  J.  Sa-i  xders  gave  the  lot  j  Meetings  continued  to  be  held  here 

,  ■  ,      '  „,  „  „         „,  Inivii  l.ST').  when  court  was  moved 

on  which  the  co'iithouse  was  erec- 1  .  .' 


ted  to  the  conn! 
er.  contraclov. 


■".  B.  W.  Schneid- 
biint    the  court] 


to  Virsinia 


mnio'.is  (lid  cn-.n  t  honse  was 


ly  famous  "Armstrong  Murder 
trial'  in  which  Abraham  Lincoln 
\vas  attorney  tor  the  defense.  When 
the  county  seat  was  transferred  to 
Virginia  Ihe  building  was  vacated 
as  a  court  house  and  was  then  used 
for  some  seven  or  eight  year.s  as  a 
school,  as  a  meeting  place  for  sev- 
eral church  organizations  and  as  a 
community  hall  and  later  becmo  the 
Beardstown  C||^  Hall. 

MosI  of  Ihe  'iiuihling  .siands  today 
.lu.st  as  it  was  erectcil  by  Thomas 
Beard,  the  city's  founder.  The  old 
windows  w;(h  the  smal'.  panes  have 
been  torn  tint  and  1h?  p'^esent  panes 
installed.  Melul  ceilings  and  coa! 
after  coat  of  paint,  and  concrete 
floors  down  staivs  are  about  the 
only  changes. 

At  the  rear  of  the  building  was 
tlic  ('"Id  county  jail  an.'I  sheriffs 
residence.  For  years  the  Beards- 
town  city  marsliDll  has  occupied  the 
old  sheriff's  residence  -rjuarters  and 
the  jail  section  has  been  the  city 
jail. 

Neces.'-ary  walla  and.  roof  io  con- 
nect the  jail  section  with  the  main 
city  hall  buildings,  formed  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  "Fire  Depart- 
ment," and  here  is  housed  the  only 
fire  equipment  the  city  owns. 

The  tower  of  course  houses  the 
old  "fire  bell"  and  it'.s  still  in  use 
today  although  the  city  has  install- 
ed i-  'r'.oiren  whistle'"  at  the  waier- 

\.. 1,1-1'!    wi'Iiil;    ;he  five 


years,  as  a,  means  of  public  alarm. 

This  building  is  more  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  city's- early  history 
than  any  other  building  now  stand- 
ing. Here  public  meetings  of  every 
character  have  been  held,  churches 
have  been  organized  in  its  assemply 
room,  here  the  citizens  have  gat'n- 
ered  to  discuss  every  important 
problem  and  to  consider  means  and 
methods  in  every  crisis  even  un- 
to and  including  that  of  flood  pro- 
tection— the  menace  'hat  seemed 
enuaJly  as  serious  in  recent  years 
as  Ihe  copper-colored  savages, 
storms,  eartlir]uakes,  pestilence  and 
the  other  hardships  ol  the  pioneer 
years. 

In  1909.      on  the  one-hundTedth 
anniversatr  o£  the  birth  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  the  club  erected  a 
bronze  tablet  on  the  city  hall  "In 
memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  ■who 
for  the  sake  of  a  mother  ini  distress, 
cleared  her  son.  Duff  Armstrong,  o£ 
the  charge  of  murder  in  this  hall 
of  justice.  May  7th,  1858." 
c:ounTy  was  located    near  where' 
rieasantview  now  is,  and  strangely  I 
enough,  that  was    named  Beards-' 
toOTi,  too.   Perrin  states  in  his  his- 
tory of  Cass  county,  1882,  that  why 
this  was  so  named,  so  soon  after 
Thomas  Beard  had  named  his  town, 
was  then  past  finding  out. 

However  the  location  was  soon 
after  moved  to  Rushville,  or  Jlush- 
i,,i;   •  ■-  ij  "V  -•  fiv!--:  caltfd. 


Beardstown,  111 
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Beardstown  City 
Hall  Is  Scene  Of 
Armstrong  Trial 

The  Beardstown  city  hall,  formerly 
the  Cass  county  courthouse,  is  tl>e 
scene  of  the  famous  Armstrong  mur- 
der trial,  where  Lincoln  cleared 
Duff  Armstrong,  son  of  Jack  Arm- 
strong whom  he  bested  in  the  famed 
wrestling  match  at  New  Salem. 

Lincoln  tendered  his  services  free 
to  Mrs.  Hannah  Armstrong,  mother 
of  the  defendant.  The  state's  lead- 
ing witness,  Charles  Allen,  testified 
that  Armstrong  struck  the  fatal  blow 
at  11  p.  m.  ,  r. 

In  response  to  a  question  by  Lin- 
coln, Allen  explained  he  could  see 
clearly  in  the  bright  moonlight.  Lin- 
coln then  produced  an  almanac, 
which  he  exhibited  to  the  jury,  show- 
ing that  the  moon  was  already  set- 
ting at  that  hour.  Armstrong  was 
quickly  acquitted.  _    
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Pistol  History 

Sidearm  believed  to  have  been  at  murder  trial  with  Lincoln 

By  LISA  KERNEK 
STAFF  WRITER 

Published  Tuesday,  October  11,  2005 

BEARDSTOWN  -  In  1858,  Cass  County  Sheriff  James  Dick  is  believed  to  have 
guarded  a  man  on  trial  for  murder  in  Beardstown. 

Also  in  the  courtroom  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  then  v/orking  as  a  lav^yer. 
Lincoln  used  an  almanac  to  discredit  a  witness  and  win  acquittal  of  the 
defendant,  William  "Duff  Armstrong. 

On  Wednesday,  Dick's  great-grandson  will  donate  his  ancestor's  sidearm  to 
the  courtroom  museum  where  the  "almanac  trial"  took  place. 

The  public  is  invited  to  an  open  house  set  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Lincoln 
Courtroom,  101  W.  Third  St.  At  11  a.m.,  descendant  Richard  Dick  will  make 
the  donation  for  display  in  the  courtroom.  He  also  is  expected  to  announce 
the  amount  of  a  matching  grant  he  is  making  to  encourage  people  to 
donate  to  the  Lincoln  Courtroom  museum. 

A  luncheon  will  follow  at  noon  at  Cafe  from  Yesterday,  112  E.  Second  St. 
Guests  are  asked  to  pay  their  own  way. 

Richard  Dick  grew  up  in  Beardstown  and  now  lives  in  Newport  Beach,  Calif. 
He  was  in  Springfield  Monday  to  tour  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential 
Museum. 

The  sidearm,  a  Smith  and  Wesson  pistol,  was  found  in  the  ruins  of  a  fire 
that  destroyed  James  Dick's  house  in  1936,  he  said. 

Richard  Dick  said  he  is  looking  for  but  hadn't  yet  found  evidence  that  the 
sidearm  was  the  same  one  James  Dick  carried  at  the  almanac  trial.  Since 
James  Dick  was  sheriff  at  the  time,  he's  assumed  to  have  accompanied 
Armstrong. 

"Until  we  authenticate  this,  better  to  say  we're  presenting  a  pistol  carried 
by  James  Dick  during  his  tenure  as  sheriff,"  Richard  Dick  said. 

"We're  fairly  sure  he  carried  it  when  he  was  sheriff." 

Richard  Dick  said  he  called  up  friends  in  Beardstown  when  he  knew  he 
would  be  in  the  Midwest  for  a  college  reunion.  He  offered  to  donate  the 
pistol  to  the  courtroom  museum. 

"I  thought,  'What  do  I  need  with  this  pistol?'"  he  said. 

Sheriff  Dick's  name  is  absent  from  written  accounts  of  the  trial  on  file  at 
Lincoln  Library  in  Springfield,  said  Curtis  Mann,  who  manages  the 
Sangamon  Valley  Collection  of  regional  history. 


http://www.sj-r.com/sections/news/printfile/68450.asp 
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Pistol  History 

But  the  absence  of  documentation  doesn't  mean  Dick  was  absent  from  the 
courtroom. 

"It  makes  sense  to  me  that  he  probably  was"  in  the  courtroom,  Mann  said. 
"That's  an  assumption,  but  it  seems  like  a  logical  one  to  me." 

The  courtroom  where  the  trial  took  place  is  preserved  as  a  museum  and  is 
still  a  working  courtroom,  though  the  main  Cass  County  Courthouse  was 
moved  when  the  county  seat  moved  from  Beardstown  to  Virginia. 

Lincoln  won  the  case  by  using  an  almanac  to  discredit  a  witness  who  said 
he  saw  the  crime  by  the  light  of  a  bright  moon  that  was  three-quarters  full. 
But  the  almanac  showed  that  the  moon  would  have  been  setting  at  the 
time  of  the  crime. 

Lisa  Kernek  can  be  reached  at  788-1459  or  lisa.kernek@sj-r.com. 

Print  Story  |  Close  Window 


http  ://www.  sj  -r.  com/sections/ news/ printfile/684 5 0 .  asp 


ion  of  Lincoln  Courtroom  and  Museum  |  Tri  States  Public  Radio  http://www.tristatesradio.com/post/rededication-lincoln-courtroom 


Rededication  of  Lincoln  Courtroom  and  Museum  tristatesradio.com 

Some  new  touches  have  been  added  to  the  Old  Lincoln  Courtroom  and  Museum  in  Beardstown. 

Five  monitors  have  been  installed  to  provide  a  video  tour  of  the  courtroom  and  museum.  The  tours  are 
done  in  English  and,  because  of  the  town's  sizeable  Latino  population,  Spanish. 

"A  lot  of  the  children  are  now  bilingual  and  can  speak  English, 
but  their  parents  can't.  So  now  they  can  come  to  the  museum 
with  their  children  and  push  the  Hispanic  narration  and  know 
exactly  what  they're  seeing,"  said  Connie  Foley,  who  oversaw 
the  fundraising  campaign  for  the  project. 

She  said  they're  making  plans  to  add  a  third  language 
because  of  the  increasing  number  of  French-speaking  people 
moving  into  the  community. 

All  of  the  money  for  the  project  was  raised  locally.  It  included 
a  "Penny  for  Lincoln"  campaign  in  the  public  and  private 
schools. 

The  courtroom  is  renowned  because  it's  where  Abraham 
Lincoln  won  the  "Almanac  Trial"  in  1858.  The  courtroom  is 
remaining  active  courtroom  in  which  Lincoln  practiced  law. 

Foley  said  the  idea  for  the  video  tours  came  from  a  trip  she  made  with  her  husband  to  Biloxi,  Ml.  She  said 
the  town's  museum  and  visitors'  center,  along  with  many  artifacts,  had  been  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 
So  when  the  facility  was  rebuilt,  monitors  were  installed  to  give  visitors  a  video  tour  of  the  town's  history  and 
to  show  artifacts. 

"And  I  thought,  'What  a  great  idea.  We  should  do  something  like  that  here.'  And  that's  how  it  started,"  said 
Foley. 

Illinois  Lieutenant  Governor  Sheila  Simon  was  among  those  who  attended  the  rededication  ceremony  for 
the  Old  Lincoln  Courtroom  and  Museum.  Simon  is  a  former  prosecutor,  and  said  the  "Almanac  Trial"  is 
almost  legendary  among  attorneys. 

Simon  hoped  the  museum  and  courtroom  will  inspire  children  to  get  involved  in  politics  and  their 
communities. 


Credit  Rich  Egger 

still  used  occasionally  today,  and  it's  the  only 
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Belleville,  111. 


Lincoln  'addressed  a  Republican" 
meeting  in  Belleville,  Oct.  18,  1856, 
along  with  Lyman  Trumbull,  Gus- 
tave  Koemer  and  William  H.  BisselL 


Lincoln  balcony  is  round  sate  in  St.  Louis  garage  ^  rage  1  ot  1 

Beileviile.com 


Posted  on  Fh,  Jan.  06,  2006 


Lincoln  balcony  is  found  safe  in  St.  Louis  garage 


Mystery  solved. 

The  wrought  iron  balcony  from  which  Abraham  Lincoln  addressed  a  gathering  in  Belleville  on  Oct.  18,  1856,  is  in  a  garage  in  St. 
Louis. 

Attorney  Michael  Aufdenspring's  family  received  the  balcony  from  Cathedral  High  School  teacher  Brother  Norbert  Kraemer  in  the 
late  1950s. 

Kraemer  got  the  balcony  from  the  home  of  Belleville  butcher  Dominic  Kronenberger  when  it  was  razed  to  make  way  for  Cathedral 
grade  school. 

Kronenberger  had  rescued  the  balcony  when  the  old  John  Scheel  house  at  208  S.  Illinois  St.  was  torn  down. 

Despite  being  at  least  150  years  old  and  spending  many  years  in  his  backyard,  Aufdenspring  said  the  balcony  still  is  in  pretty  good 
shape.  He  no  longer  has  the  wood  floor,  but  the  wrought  iron  railing  and  brackets  are  mostly  intact. 

Aufdenspring  discussed  selling  it  to  the  Labor  and  Industry  Museum  or  the  Gustave  Koerner  House  Restoration  Committee,  but  was 
unable  to  reach  an  agreement. 

But  he's  looking  to  sell.  If  he  can't  find  a  local  collector  or  museum,  Aufdenspring  said  he  may  try  to  auction  it  on  Ebay. 


©  2006  BcHeville  News-Democrat  and  wire  scivjee  sources.  All  Rights  Reserved. 
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WEB  EXTRA:  Belleville  Advocate  covers  Lincoln's  visit 


Editor's  note:  The  following  is  the  article  about  Lincoln's  visit  published  in  the  Weekly  Belleville  Advocate  on  Oct.  22,  1856, 
describing  Abraham  Lincoln's  visit  to  Belleville  on  Oct.  18,  1856.  Lincoln  was  in  Belleville  during  the  campaign  for  the  Republican 
Party's  first  presidential  candidate,  western  explorer  John  C.  Fremont,  on  whose  behalf  Lincoln  made  dozens  of  speeches  across 
Illinois.  In  1856  the  party  campaigned  against  slavery's  expansion  to  the  west,  especially  in  the  Kansas  Territory  where  there  was 
significant  violence  during  the  time.  The  Fremont  campaign  came  two  years  before  Lincoln  ran  for  U.S.  Senate  with  the  famous 
Lincoln-Douglas  debates  and  four  years  before  Lincoln  was  the  GOP  candidate  for  president.  Lincoln's  ties  to  Belleville  were 
important  during  the  1860  presidential  campaign.  Belleville's  Gustavus  Koerner  helped  Lincoln  draft  the  Republican  platform, 
including  the  anti-slavery  plank  that  put  Lincoln  in  the  White  House. 

Republican  Mass  Meeting  of  Saturday 


Speeches  by  Lyman  Trumbull,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Alexander  Kayser,  Josiah  Miller,  of  Kansas,  F.  Grim,  and  Dr.  Hammer,  of  St.  Louis. 


Splendid  Torch-Light  Procession 


A  magnificent  demonstration  in  favor  of  Fremont  and  Bisseil,  and  in  favor  of  Free  Kansas  and  the  rights  of  man  in  opposition  to 
Border  Ruffianism  and  Slavery  extension,  took  place  in  Belleville  on  Saturday  last,  the  18th.  The  number  in  procession  and  hearing 
the  speakers,  might  be  estimated  at  five  or  six  thousand.  Lebanon  came  in  at  an  early  hour,  three  hundred  strong,  having  traveled 
twelve  miles.  Mascoutah,  from  an  equal  distance,  came  in  with  a  force  not  far  behind  her  rival.  Her  neighbor,  Fayetteville,  was  well 
represented.  Centreville  displayed  a  strong  array.  Monroe  County  and  Waterloo  were  on  the  ground  by  a  depation  with  banners  and 
mottoes.  Many  of  these  of  all  the  delegations  were  very  beautiful  and  appropriate.  "Fremont  and  Free  Soil,"  "Union  and  Liberty," 
Cara  Patria,  Carior  Libertas,"  "We  earn  the  bread  we  eat;  we  eat  the  bread  we  earn,"  and  many  others.  The  last  mentioned  was 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Lincoln  in  one  of  the  most  thrilling  bursts  of  eloquence  ever  uttered  in  behalf  of  Liberty  and  the  roiling  millions. 

From  all  the  country  round,  the  people  came  in  animated  with  a  single  feeling  that  the  reign  of  Ruffianism  and  the  advance  of 
Slavery  ought  to  be  checked.  One  sentiment  for  Freedom  in  National  Territories  spoke  forth  in  men's  words  and  countenances,  from 
the  banners,  from  the  music  of  the  bands  and  the  thundering  of  the  cannon.  The  procession,  having  received  the  delegation  from 
St.  Louis  at  the  Railroad,  in  which  were  A.  Kayser,  Karl  Denzer,  of  the  Anzeiger  Des  Westens,  and  Dr.  Hammer,  marched  through 
the  principal  streets,  and  at  1  p.m.  assembled  at  the  speakers'  stand.  The  people  were  disappointed  in  not  seeing  and  hearing  our 
eloquent  Republican,  Speaker  Banks,  whose  promise  to  be  present  had  been  given.  His  absence,  we  hope,  was  excusable,  if  not,  he 
will  please  consider  himself  reprimanded  by  his  numerous  friends  and  co-laborers  of  Southern  Illinois.  His  strong  and  logical 
reasoning  would  have  added  much  to  the  rich  intellectual  treat  which  was  served  up  to  the  largest  gathering  ever  seen  in  this  part 
of  the  country. 

We  have  given  the  substance  of  Senator  Trumbull's  speech.  We  regret  that  our  space  precludes  for  the  present  that  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
and  Mr.  Miller's.  All  the  speakers  displayed  much  ability;  our  true  representative  spoke,  as  he  always  does,  with  power  and  effect. 
The  palm,  however,  belongs  to  Mr.  Lincoln;  his  was  the  speech  of  the  day.  We  have  heard  him  twice  before,  at  Bloomington,  on  the 
20th  of  May  last,  and  at  Springfield,  on  the  25th  ult.  The  delighted  thousands  who  heard  him  then  will  appreciate  his  eloquence 
when  they  learn  that  he  surpassed  those  efforts  in  his  speech  to  the  vast  assembly  of  Republicans  in  Belleville.  He  showed  that 
there  are  only  two  parties  and  only  two  questions  now  before  the  voters.  A  Kentuckian,  as  he  is,  familiar  with  Slavery  and  its  evil, 
he  vindicated  the  cause  of  free  labor,  "that  national  capital,"  in  the  language  of  Col.  Fremont,  "which  constitutes  the  real  wealth  of 
this  great  country,  and  creates  that  intelligent  power  in  the  masses  alone  to  be  relied  on  as  the  bulwark  of  free  institutions."  He 
shows  the  tendency  and  aim  of  the  Sham  Democracy  to  degrade  labor  to  subvert  the  true  ends  of  Government  and  build  up 
Aristocricy,  Despotism  and  Slavery.  The  platforms  of  Buchanan  and  Fremont  were  contrasted,  and  the  opposite  tendency  of  each  to 
the  other  was  shown  with  the  clearness  of  light.  The  rights  of  man  were  eloquently  vindicated.  The  only  object  of  government,  the 
good  of  the  governed,  not  the  interests  of  Slave-holders  --  the  securing  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness;  this  true  end  of 
all  Government  was  well  enforced.  The  Kentuckian,  Lincoln,  defended  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence  against  the 
attacks  of  the  degenerate  Vermonter,  Douglas,  and  against  Breckenridge  and  the  whole  ruling  class  of  the  South.  Here  was  a 
Southerner,  with  eloquence  that  would  bear  a  comparison  with  Henry  Clay's,  defending  Liberty  and  the  North  against  the  leaders  of 
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the  Border  Ruffians  and  Doughfaces  of  Illinois.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  traitor  to  Freedom,  was  exposed,  and  his  arguments 
refuted  by  Lincoln.  This  associate  of  Hecker  referred  to  the  Germans  and  the  noble  position  taken  by  them  in  just  the  dignified 
terms.  When  he  called  down  the  blessings  of  the  Almighty  on  their  heads,  a  thrill  of  sympathy  and  pleasure  ran  through  his  whole 
audience.  They  all  rejoiced  that  clap-traps,  false  issues  and  humbugs  are  powerless  with  the  great  heart  of  Germany  in  America. 
Lincoln  and  Hecker  were  inscribed  on  many  banners.  They  are  worthy  advocates  of  a  worthy  cause  --  honest  men  and  lovers  of 
Liberty,  whose  hearts  beat  in  unison  with  the  heart  of  the  people  all  over  the  world.  Patrick  Henry  and  Jefferson  and  Washington 
were  not  more  devoted  to  our  great  and  noble  cause  then  are  these  two  eloquent  men.  They  are  as  true  Democrats  as  ever  trod 
the  earth,  and  what  is  more  in  modern  America,  they  are  Republicans.  Compared  with  Douglas,  Lincoln  is  like  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr. 
The  one  is  a  man  of  genius,  of  ideas,  of  principle,  of  eloquence,  and  the  noblest  work  of  God  --  an  honest  man.  The  other  is  the 
friend  and  associate  of  Don  Morrison  --  a  man  of  mere  words,  a  stump  orator  of  mechanical  clap-trap,  without  ideas,  and  hardly 
with  the  pretension  to  any  principle  or  honesty.  Such  are  the  representatives  of  the  principal  parties  in  our  State.  Let  Abraham 
Lincoln  succeed  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Let  the  Republican  press  nominate  him.  Let  the  Republican 
party  elect  him  to  that  high  office.  It  will  be  a  great  trust  bestowed  upon  integrity  and  capability.  It  will  be  a  high  honor  conferred 
upon  high  merit.  Lincoln  deserves  well  of  the  Republic;  all  honor  to  him. 

Mr.  Kayser  followed  Mr.  Lincoln  with  an  eloquent  speech  in  German,  when  the  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  night  on  the  Public 
Square. 

At  dark,  an  immense  procession  of  thousands  bearing  800  torches  and  30  ornamented  lanterns  on  poles,  with  music  and  banners, 
serenaded  Messrs.  Koerner,  Bissel,  Trumbull  and  Lincoln,  and  after  marching  through  the  town,  assembled  on  the  Square  in  front  of 
the  balcony  of  the  Court  house,  whence  Mr.  Josiah  Miller,  late  of  Kansas,  addressed  them.  He  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Kansas  Free 
State  newspaper  of  Lawrence,  destroyed  by  the  Border  Ruffian  mob  on  the  21st  of  May  last.  His  library  and  all  his  property,  even 
the  shirts  in  his  trunk,  were  destroyed  or  stolen.  His  stock  of  paper  on  hand  was  used  to  kindle  into  flames  the  Free  State  Hotel,  the 
finest  building  West  of  St.  Louis,  after  their  cannon  had  failed  to  effect  the  walls.  He  narrated  a  few  of  the  outrages,  his  own  arrest 
and  trial  before  a  robber  band  of  South  Carolinians  for  treason  on  that  state,  being  himself  a  native  of  South  Carolina.  He  read  the 
disgraceful  pass  of  Shannon  and  Donaldson  by  which  he  was  enabled  to  escape  from  the  Territory.  He  told  the  bloody  incidents  of  a 
few  of  the  murders  which  have  thrust  two  hundred  men  into  bloody  graves  or  into  the  Missouri  River,  and  made  maniacs  of  wives. 
His  tale  is  that  of  hundreds  of  exiles  like  himself,  substantiated  by  the  Kansas  Committee  and  by  reliable  reports  in  every  honest 
journal.  If  any  thing  could,  these  things  would  rouse  the  North  to  action.  But  no,  not  a  single  Free  State,  not  a  Legislature  has  yet 
given  any  signs  of  life.  The  North  is  as  dumb  as  an  oyster  and  as  tame  as  a  dishrag.  The  speech  of  Strongfellow  in  the  Border 
Ruffian  Legislature,  as  given  by  Mr.  Miller,  was  characteristic.  "This  Legislature  has  cost  Missouri  a  great  deal  of  money;  we  must 
pass  laws  that  will  make  Kansas  too  hot  for  the  d...d  Abolitionists,  laws  that  will  drive  them  out  or  compel  them  to  take  up  arms, 
and  then  we  have  them  guilty  of  treason  to  the  United  States."  Such  has  been  the  policy  of  Pierce,  Douglas  and  the  "Democracy." 
And  yet  in  the  face  of  such  infamy,  with  men  crushed  to  the  earth,  like  Mr.  Miller,  the  North  is  only  thinking  of  trading,  money- 
making  and  preserving  the  Union.  If  you  vote  for  Fremont  you  will  dissolve  the  Union;  this  is  the  cry  now  raised  to  perpetuate  the 
reign  of  Border  Ruffianism.  Mr.  Miller  alluded  to  the  quiet  now  prevailing  in  Kansas,  with  the  murderers  all  at  liberty,  and  the  Free 
State  men  driven  off  or  in  jail.  This  is  quiet,  the  quiet  of  the  grave.  Mr.  Miller's  speech  made  a  powerful  impression.  He  was  followed 
by  Messrs.  Grim  and  Hammer  to  stirring  addresses. 

Calls  were  made  for  Dr.  Wenzell  and  Mr.  Denzer.  These  gentlemen  having  retired  to  rest,  the  crowd  dispersed  before  midnight.  The 
day  was  a  glorious  one,  showing  how  the  popular  heart  beats  on  the  question  of  Freedom. 
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linois,  Berry 


Temperance  patriot 


FOUNDER  OF  ANTI-SALOON  LEAGUE 
TO  DEDICATE  BRONZE  TABLET  TO 
LINCOLN'S  MEMORY  AT  SOUTH  Fl 


viviiig:  members  of  Lincoln's  aujieuce 
of  lliaC  warm  summer  day  mrt  In 
Springfield  and  one,  Moses  Martin  of 
Kdinljuru,  who  acted  as  secretary  of 
the  meeting,  repeated  the  pledge  he"  had 
memorized.      Soon    after    the  Lincoln 


Dr.  Howard  Hjde  Russell  of  Wester- 
vilie,  Ohio,  founder  of  the  Anti-Saioon 
league  and  the  l>lncolii-Lee  legion,  this 
afternoon  at  2:30  o'clock  will  dedicate 
a  tablet  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  "tem- 
perance patriot,"  at  the  South  Fork 
Christian  church  at  Berry,  Sangamon 
county. 

A  patriotic  program  has  been  planned  .  ,  ,  ■    t  . 

with  Dr.  Russell's  dedicatory  speech  as  'eeion.  Inter  to  be  the  Lmcoln-Lee  lo- 
the  main  event.     Rev.  \V.  A.  Kothen-  g"^"-  lormed      it  is  said  b.OUO.OOO 

burger  of  the  First   Christian   church  s"ice  signed  that  pledge, 

of  Sprlnglleld  will  preside.  Brought  PledQe 

The  school  house  across  the  road  from  _„    .  t,.,    i.  .  , ;  .    ,    c  ....  ■,,„ 

the  church  Is  said  to  be  the  spot  where  o.^  V^  A''=f,       V  ,f "'"J^" 

Lincoln,  in  lS4fi,  .nade  a  temperanco  ^'•'■,V°4\ ?  Sn  ... V,  '  tvh,  ,  S^*" 
addres.s  and  produced  a  pledge  of  total  rVi  ?n  Inr  ,  .  m  ?  wi  h  i.r  ii,  n',  ^ 
abstinence,  which  he  signed  and  gave   "f.^    "  ^^fnr^"^'   ,y  ,  ^^"^f^' 

to  the  others,  many  of  whom  also  ^  ^  ^  ,7  V  1;^  1' 'I^'  K'^'  '^ 
si"-n  i  It  found  that  K.  L.  iJeriy  and  Alma- 

In'^Tini'  four  of  the  flvp  known   snr-  '''"da  Galloway  both  living   near  Edui- 

Jn  four  or  the  live  known  sur-  jj,,^^,^  uitmded    the   meeting  and 

signed  the  iilcdge.  A  fifth,  Mrs.  Kalh- 
erine  Handolpli  of  Seattle,  is  still  alive, 
the  sole  surviving  incmljt  r  of  tlie  .school 
bouse  audience,  a  sister  of  Cleopas 
Breckenridge. 

The  tablet  to  be  unveiled  recites  a 
short  liistory  of  the.  meeting  and  names 
the  four  deieased  signers  (jf  tlie  pledge. 

Dr.  Russell  in  his  .address  will  bring 
out  Lincoln's  proclivities,  as  he  has 
been  told  them,  toward  temperance, 
citing  points  in  the  war  president's  life 
when  he  is  said  to  have  practiced  and 
advocated  total  abstinence. 

Program  at  Services. 

George  W.  \V'ilson,  former  dry  leader 
in  the  slate  legislature,  will  introduce 
Dr.  Russell  at  the  meeting.  Following 
is  the  program  for  the  services: 

Song,  America — Audience. 

Prayer — ttev.  W.  A.  Paithenburger, 
pastor  of  llie  First  Christian  church, 
Springfield. 

Address— Captain  H.  P.  Hart  of  Roby. 
■  Whistling  solo.  The  Light  of  Home — 
Dorrilt  Mayheld,  Breokeiiridgo.  , 

Address — Dr.  yowaid  ityoe  lUlsscll. 

Unveiling  of  t.nblel — iliss  Felhain 
Simpson,  Breckenridge. 

Formal   dedication — Iioctor  Russell. 

Benediction — Doctor  RoUieii burger. 

If  good  weather  prevails,  many  tt-m- 
perance  enttuisla&ls  from  Springfield 
and  other  nearby  cities  are  exiiecled  to 
attend.  The  chinch  is  located  lii  miles 
southeast  of  Springfield. 


Carrollton  ,  111 


Took  YaUs*  Place  In  Greene. 

Lincoln  spoke  In  Carrollton  on 
Auk  28,  1854,  in  the  place  of  Richard 
Yates  He  advocated  the  repeal  of 
the  Nebraska  bill  and  the  retention 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law.  f  "■''^c' 


Carthage,  111. 


/jj^J-jiln  Carthage  In  1858. 

'Lincoln  spoke  in  Carthage  on  Oct. 
22,  1858,  during  his  senatorial  cam- 
paign. He  addressed  a  crowd  es- 
timated at  six  thousand,  and  some 
two  thousand  women  were  in  a  pro- 
cession which  passed  the  house  where 
I  he  was  staying.  ,^£/i,  .J/,  |,, ,  . 
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jermany  in  Hard^ 


House  Made  Famous  by  Lincoln's  Visits 


Historic  Sadoms  HouhO  in  Champaign,  111. 


I  Following  a  btori'  in  the  Sunday 
I  Register  describing  the  dilapidated 
state  of  the  oldest  house  in  Cham- 
paign county,  111.,  made  famous  by 
the  many  visits  of  Abraham  Lin- 
'  coin,  the  above  picture-  was  sent  to 
The  Register  by  Mrs.  EHizabeth  B. 
Dubridge,  2  201  York  street.  Mrs. 
Dub.ridge  Is  a  descendant  of  the 
Sadorus    family    which    built  the 


house.  It  was  while  William  Sa- 
dorus, father  of  an  uncle  of  Mrs. 
Dubridge,  lived  in  the  house  that 
Lincoln  made  it  his  frequent  stop- 
ping place  In  the  days  when  he  was 
a  lawyer  and  circmit  rider. 

The  house  is  now  said  to  be  fall- 
ing into  ruins.  An  effort  is  being 
made  to  restore  it  and  preserve  it 
as  a  monument  of  pioneer  days. 


Champaign,  111* 


Evening  Talk  In  Champaign.  ~y 

On  Oct.  21,  1856,  in  tlie  evening* 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Leonard  Swett  and 
Harvey  Hogg  spoke  in  West  Urbana, 
I  now  Cliampaign.     .  .  v^V, 
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City  will  rededicate  statue  of  Lincoln 

By  Edith  Brady-Lunny 
eblunny@mchsi.com 

CLINTON  -  A  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be  rededicated  on  July  27,  the  anniversary  of  a  speech 
often  cited  as  the  source  of  one  of  the  most  famous  quotes  attributed  to  him. 

The  Clinton  Looking  for  Lincoln  Committee  will  host  the  ceremony  at  7  p.m.  at  Mr.  Lincoln's  Square  in 
downtown  Clinton. 

The  committee  chose  July  27  as  the  date  for  the  ceremony  because  Lincoln  made  a  speech  in  Clinton  on 
July  27,  1858.  In  that  speech,  Lincoln  is  reputed  to  have  said:  "You  can  fool  all  the  people  some  of  the 
time  and  some  of  the  people  all  the  time,  but  you  cannot  fool  all  the  people  all  the  time." 

Illinois  state  historian  Tom  Schwartz  has  said  the  quote  has  been  attributed  to  the  Clinton  speech  and 
also  to  talks  Lincoln  gave  in  Lincoln  and  Bloomington.  The  historian  said  the  evidence  for  the  quote  is 
thin,  but  it  has  become  closely  identified  with  Lincoln. 

The  Lincoln  statue  by  Albert  L.  Van  Den  Bergen  was  first  dedicated  on  Nov.  1 1 ,  1931 .  That  ceremony 
began  at  the  Clinton  United  Methodist  Church  three  blocks  east  of  the  square  and  ended  on  the  lawn  of 
the  former  courthouse. 

The  2006  dedication  service  will  include  recognition  of  the  families  of  10  Civil  War  veterans  who  were 
present  for  the  1931  dedication.  Any  residents  who  attended  the  1931  ceremony  also  will  be  recognized. 

The  statute  dedication  also  will  include  several  local  speakers  who  will  talk  about  the  former  president. 
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